
THE STORY OF GOD 
THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, BUT FULLY EXPERIENCED GOD 

05 – 26 SEPTEMBER 2021 PREACHING SERIES 

THE FULLNESS OF GOD FROM MULTIPLE DIMENSIONS 

THE CREATION STORIES -WEEK 1 (05 - 11 SEPTEMBER 2021) 

To get the best of God’s measure we need multiple lenses. Genesis 1 & 2 offer us these 
lenses – same God, but various attributes. How we see God often determines how we 
relate to God and who we teach others God is.  

 
 

NOTES:  
The Bible presents us with a wonderful opportunity to look at the work that God did in the 
beginning according to the Hebrew writers. These writings point us to two different stories 
of God’s work by the same God. The first story begins from Genesis 1-2:3 and the second 
begins from Genesis 2:4-25. Scholars like Thompson P.E.S. have long disputed the notion 
of the Pentateuch (the Five Books known as the Torah – these include the Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) ever being entirely written by Moses. Instead, there 
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are four traditions (often seen as Oral Traditions passed on from one generation to the 
next) that have come to the development of these books. These are the: 

• Yahwist (Jawist) – Describes God as Yahweh, starting in Gen 2:4. It includes much 
of Genesis and parts of Exodus and Numbers. It is dated around 850B.C. This is 
abbreviated as the J-tradition. 

• Elohist (from Elohim) – primarily describes God as El or Elohim, starting with 
Genesis 15. It covers material similar to J. It is believed to have been around since 
750 B.C. This is abbreviated as the E-tradition. It is not easy to distinguish J and E.  

• Deuteronomy – A different source (or author) is associated with Deuteronomy 
alone and is usually dated around 621 B.C. This is abbreviated as the D-tradition.  

• Priestly – This tradition encompasses writings scattered from Gen 1 through the 
notices of Moses’ death at the end of Deuteronomy. It is supposedly dated around 
500 B.C. Moses may have contributed to this tradition, but certainly never have 
written all five books. His death for instance is another clear indication of how 
improbable he could have written about his death before it could even happen and 
write about it using the past tense and not even a prophet like Jesus would predict 
his own death. He may have developed the writings from the Wars of the Lord in 
the Book of Numbers 21:14. These snippets may have been put together to form 
the basis of the Priestly tradition of which Moses is believed to have been part of.    
It is abbreviated as the P-tradition.   

GENESIS 1-2:3 

From this first Creation Story we gather the following: 

 
God enters a space of chaos – God, according to the Hebrew writers refuses to 
leave things to chance by staying away from moments 
and places of disaster and chaos. We know God as 
Holy, not to the extent of not being contaminated by 
the chaos. God works in the formlessness (fluidity and 
amorphousness) and brings form and consistency.  

REFLECTION:   

God then is with us in our moments of chaos.  
Invite Him to bring form and consistency into your moments of chaos.  

 
God speaks and the chaos responds – The power of God influencing things is 
amazing. The interesting language being used is “Let there be…”.  
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In the Hebrew sense and even English for that matter, to “let” is to allow without 
hinderance for something to happen.  

This would be misunderstood by Pharaoh when Moses 
says, God says, “Let my people go.” Creation understood 
this and allowed things to happen without hinderance. 
God’s voice influenced darkness to release light. God 
influenced the waters to release the dry land. God 
influenced the barren land to release the vegetation. The 
waters became the home to the fish. The air continues to 

transport the birds. This will be even to the dust giving birth to human beings.  This is the 
power God has over chaotic creation. We can trust God’s Word to shape our lives.  
REFLECTION:  

Are there areas in our lives where we are hindering God’s work in our lives?  
Are we able to “Let go and let God”? 
  
God takes time – Often we want God to act instantaneously. The creation story tells 
us of a God who strives for life over time and over many stages. The light shall give 
energy to the plants. The plants shall sustain the 
animals and human beings shall be the stewards 
of all of this. Life takes time and needs to be 
sustained. As quickly as life can vanish, to have it 
takes time and thus, God will teach the Israelites 
in Exodus 20:13 to preserve it. We can learn to be 
patient with self and one another preserving life 
as much as we can.  

REFLECTION:  
In what relationships or areas are we struggling to be patient? Talk to 
God about these struggles. 

GENESIS 2:4-25 

This is the second creation story. The narrative here is different from the first story even 
though God’s astounding work cannot be missed.  

The unrealized potential – the observation made by the narrator that the earth 
seemed lifeless perhaps takes us to another chaos not of shapelessness, but of 
emptiness, not of nothingness. It takes us to the chaos of unrealized potential. The 
interesting word being used is “yet” (Genesis 2:5). This is used when something is 
going to follow, but not there at the moment. It is a word of hope that makes one to 
look forward to something different and hopefully better. 

God said, “Let there be light and there 
was.” 
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REFLECTION: 
How has your hope been tried and realized? How has hope contributed to 
your faith in God?  
  

Defiance of logic – note the movement from Genesis 2:5b (“for the Lord God had not 
sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground,”) to Genesis 2:6 (“but 
streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground.”) The 
author seems to be surprised about what is happening. The water should have come 
from the skies, but instead, the water comes from underneath. Could this be another 
chaos? Can God use chaos to transform life as we know it? God’s things seemingly defy 
logic at times. The next we hear is that in verse 7, from this illogical moment, God did 
something wonderful and created a human being. Chaos is not beyond God’s capacity 
to create good out of, however illogical things may seem.  

REFLECTION:  

In our lives we may rely on logic to make sense of things. How do we feel 
about our God who defies logic when it comes to transformation? 
 

The presence of God in different places at the same time – Verse 8 and verse 7 
point us to this truth. As God creates a human being, verse 8 tells us that, “Now the 
Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden and there he put man he had 
formed.” The sequence seems simultaneous. Remember the land was dry. As the water 
sprung up, God planted a garden at the same time and created a human being. God 
multi-tasked here, but also shaped time.  

While waiting for the plants to grow, God created people. God plans and God gives 
time for things to come to fruition. God’s activity ensures nothing goes to waste. 
Before the ground could get dry, God planted the plants and kneaded the dough of 
dust for human beings to be made.  

REFLECTION: 

What comes to mind when you hear of God’s presence at all times in all 
places? How have you felt God’s presence in your life?  

God is actively involved – This story tells us of God who is involved in creating 
things. He does not just speak things into being, but makes things. This is a process 
narrative rather than an authoritative narrative. The power of God is in the doing here 
rather than just speaking. It is in the struggling and getting involved. The power is in 
nurturing and sustaining. The power is even in the sharing of self for creation to be 
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sustainable. God breathes into the nostrils of a human being and the human being then 
becomes a living being.  

REFLECTION: 
What lessons are you learning from God who does not only direct things into 
being, but makes things to exist? How is your involvement in the story of 
God building God’s Kingdom?  

God partners with creation – God partners with the rivers that nourish the 
vegetation. Without the place would be dry and wither. God turns to Adam for the 
garden to be taken care of. God asks Adam to name all the animals. God even gives 
Adam a partner. God is a God of partnerships. 

REFLECTION:  

In what ways can you be a partner in the work God is doing? What holds 
you back from doing these things? 
 

God acknowledges the gaps in God’s work – We live in 
a world of denials and deceptions. We turn a blind eye to the 
things that need to be corrected. To go back and fix is a sign 
of weakness and failure. God on the hand observes and 
notices things are not good and acknowledges what the 
problem is. In verse 18, “The Lord God said, “it is not good 
for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for 
him.” It takes godliness to acknowledge the incompleteness 
of the work done. It takes godliness to acknowledge the 
limitations even with all the best intentions. It takes 
godliness to commit to doing something about changing the 
status quo. It takes godliness to be honest and not be in denial. It takes godliness to 
make corrections where and when needed. It shall seem as if then God is not 
discouraged by making things better. After all what makes God to be God is not for 
God to pretend all is well, but to make things good. No wonder Adam and Eve lived 
together naked, but not ashamed. They could live with each other with the truth of 
who they are and not tried to justify, hence naked, and feeling no shame.  
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CONCLUSION 
These are just some of the truths from these two stories about the Story of God Creating. 
Can you find some more truths?  

Without these two stories we would have missed the opportunity to see God from different 
perspectives. Each narrative holds its own truths about God. Each narrative enriches the 
other. They are not in conflict, but highlight various aspects about God. The wisdom from 
the authors and later the Cannoniers of Scripture points us to the fact that we cannot be 
happy with just one narrative of who God is. It is as we get to be exposed to different 
ways of looking at God that our own picture of God expands and grows deeper.  

How has God been exposed/revealed to you over the years? The story of God is too vast 
to be contained in one chapter and narrative. Even the Gospels acknowledge this reality, 
John 21:25.  

REFLECTION TIME 

PERSONAL QUESTIONS 

1. How do you feel about thought and the research that points us to the different 
narratives by different people and yet pointing us to the same truth? 

2. At times the chaos in our lives is a sign of failure, punishment or even being 
abandoned by God. Yet we see God dealing with the chaos in creation. Have you 
shared you chaos with God instead of trying to deal with it on your own?  

3. God’s power is laced with the choices of powerlessness as God refuses to manipulate 
things, but acknowledges the need to keep on working on them. How does this 
picture of God affect yours? 

4. God does things in a process. In a world of instantaneous results, how does this 
help you in your own frustrations with life? 

5. God sees potential where creation had suppressed (darkness holding the light, the 
waters hiding the dry land, etc.). Is there anything in your life that you could release 
for God’s glory to be revealed? Your talents, skills and resources perhaps? 

6.  God is not just the director in this story, God is the doer. How best can you be 
involved in making things happen beginning with Welties and in the many other 
areas of your life?  

7. Nothing is left to chance, are there areas of your life that you are not working on 
with the hope that things will just change on their own? This may not be easy as it 
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was not easy with God, even to the point having to breathe into the nostrils of a 
human being.  

8. Honesty as the heart of God’s story. To what extent do you value this principle? 
How have you struggled with it in the past?  

GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. Take time to look at Genesis 1 & 2. What differences are you able to see? What do 
you think is the significance of these differences and yet, we are being told about 
the same God? 

2. How does God continue to speak a Word of Creation today? In what areas of life do 
you hear God speak? 

3. Chaos is not something we want to live with, and yet it is there. What potential do 
you see in the midst of such chaos? In the end will you pray for this chaos.  

4. Genesis 2 points us to the strange reality that God looks at creation and sees 
something more could still be done. Why do you think humanity is scared of 
accepting this reality about our own lives and the things we do in life? 

5. Life teaches us that we have to get things the easy way in the shortest time possible. 
When you read that God created over several stages called days, and also that God 
breathed into the nostrils of the human being, why is patience important? Why do 
we struggle with this reality of life – learning to be patient?  

6. In a world of 4iR to the point of Artificial Intelligence (AI – tasks being done by the 
machines), how can we try and still be involved in making this world a better place? 

7. The “let us” is an invitation to partner with God. Why do people struggle to heed 
this call?  

These and other questions that come from the commentary above could help you to 
deepen your relationship with God as the story of God gets enlarged for you. Take time to 
reflect each day of the week.  

SUGGESTED HYMNS:  

• All Things Bright and Beautiful 
• Immortal Invisible God Only Wise 
• In His Time 
• Breathe on Me God 


